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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . The After-Final Amendment filed on 14-June-2006 has been received and entered. 
Claims 2, 7-9, 17, 20-21, 24-25, and 28 have been cancelled. Therefore, 1, 3-6, 10-16, 18-19, 
22-23, 26-27, and 29-39 are now pending. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Patrick M. Boucher on July 5, 2006 (Attorney of Record). 

Amendments to the Claims: 

3. The claims has been amended as follows: 

Replace claim 1 with the following: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method for characterizing market distribution of fer a 
business, the method comprising: 
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determining a location of fe^each of a plurality of business representatives comprised by 
the business and situated at different geographical locations to provide sales of the business's 
products; 

determining a location offer each of a plurality of competitor representatives comprised 
by one or more competitors and situated at different geographical locations to provide sales of 
competitor products, wherein each of the one or more competitors competes for sales of products 
with the business; 

populating at least one database with the locations offer the business representatives and 
the locations offer the competitor representatives; 

from location information in the at least one populated database, calculating a probability 
that quantifies a level of competition to the business for sales of the business's products, the 
competition being provided by the one or more competitors providing sales of the competitor 
products, and the level of competition being quantified in terms of a distance measure between 
the business and competitor representatives; 

correlating the quantified level of competition with demographic data corresponding to 
the location information in the at least one populated database; and 

outputting the quantified level of competition. 

Replace claim 3 with the following: 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The method recited in claim 1 wherein 
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determining the location offer each of the plurality of competitor representatives 
comprises accessing an representative locator service on an internet web site offer the one or 
more competitors. 

Replace claim 1 5 with the following: 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The method recited in claim 13, wherein the at least one 
database includes product information offer the business representatives and of fer the 
competitor representatives, the method further comprising displaying the product information of 
fer at least one of the locations. 

Replace claim 16 with the following: 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable storage medium having a 
computer-readable program embodied therein to direct for dir e cting operation of a computer 
system including a communications system, a processor, and a storage device, wherein the 
computer readable program includes instructions to operate fer op e rating the computer system to 
characterize market distribution of fer a business in accordance with the following: 

maintaining at least one database on the storage device to store a location offer each 
of a plurality of business representatives comprised by the business and situated at different 
geographical locations to provide sales of the business's products, and to store a location of fer 
each of a plurality of competitor representatives comprised by one or more competitors and 
situated at different geographical locations to provide sales of competitor products, wherein each 
of the one or more competitors competes for sales of products with the business; 
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from location information in the at least one database, calculating a probability with the 
processor that quantifies a level of competition to the business for sales of the business's 
products, the competition being provided by the one or more competitors providing sales of the 
competitor products, and the level of competition being quantified in terms of a distance measure 
between the business and competitor representatives; 

correlating, with the processor, the quantified level of competition with demographic data 
corresponding to the location information in the at least one database; and 

outputting the quantified level of competition. 

Replace claim 1 8 with the following: 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium recited in claim 
16 wherein the computer-readable program further includes instructions to determine for 
d e t e rmining the location of fer each of the plurality of competitor representatives by accessing an 
representative-locator service with the communications system on an internet web sited offer the 
one or more competitors. 

Replace claim 1 9 with the following: 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium as recited in 
claim 16 wherein the computer-readable program further includes instructions to determine fer 
d e termining the location offer each of the plurality of competitor representatives by accessing a 
publicly available source identifying transactions performed by the competitor representatives. 
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Replace claim 22 with the following: 

Claim 22 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium recited in claim 
16 wherein the computer-readable program further includes instructions to operate ft* op e rating 
the processor to apply a filter criterion to the correlated data to characterize geographic divisions 
within the demographic data by market penetration. 

Replace claim 23 with the following: 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium recited in claim 
22 wherein the computer-readable program further includes instructions to fer: 

generating a graphical representation of the locations according to the geographic 
divisions, the graphical representation including a distinction among the geographic divisions 
according to the filter criterion; and 

transmitting the graphical representation over the communication system. 

Replace claim 26 with the following: 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended): A computer system comprising: 
a communications system; 
a storage device; 

a processor in communication with the communications system and the storage 
device; and 
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a memory coupled with the processor, the memory comprising a computer readable 
storage medium having a computer-readable program embodied therein to operate for op e rating 
the computer system to characterize market distribution of fef a business, the computer-readable 
program including: 

instructions to maintain for maintaining at least one database on the storage device to 
store a location of each of a plurality of business representatives comprised by the business 
and situated at different .geographical locations to provide sales of the business ! s products, and to 
store a location of fef each of a plurality of competitor representatives comprised by one or more 
competitors and situated at different geographical locations to provide sales of competitor 
products, wherein each of the one or more competitors competes for sales of products with the 
business; 

instructions to calculate for calculating , from location information in the at least one 
database, a probability that quantifies a level of competition to the business for sales of the 
business's products, the competition being provided by the one or more competitors providing 
sales of the competitor products, and the level of competition being quantified in terms of a 
distance measure between the business and competitor representatives; and 

instructions to correlate for correlating the quantified level of competition with 
demographic data corresponding to the location information in the at least one database. 

Replace claim 27 with the following: 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): The computer system recited in claim 26 wherein the 
computer readable program further includes instructions to determine for det e rmining the 
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location of each of the plurality of competitor representatives by accessing an representative- 
locator service with the communications system on an internet web site offer the one or more 
competitors. 

Replace claim 29 with the following: 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended): The computer system recited in claim 26 wherein the 
computer-readable program further includes instructions to operate for op e rating the processor to 
apply a filter criterion to the correlated data to characterize geographic divisions within the 
demographic data by market penetration. 

Replace claim 30 with the following: 

Claim 30 (Currently Amended): The computer system recited in claim 26 wherein the 
memory further comprises a second computer-readable storage medium having a second 
computer readable program embodied therein to operate for op e rating the computer system to 
populate the at least one database, the second computer-readable program including: 

instructions to access for acc e ssing a representative-locator service maintained by the one 
or more competitors at an internet web site; 

instructions to extract for extracting location information for the plurality of competitor 
representatives from the representative-locator service; and 

instructions to store for s toring the location information in the at least one database. 



Replace claim 34 with the following: 
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Claim 34 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium recited in claim 
16, wherein the instructions to calculate for calculating the probability that quantifies the level of 
competition comprise instructions to calculate for calculating a probability that at least one of the 
competitor representatives exists within a predetermined distance of each business 
representative. 

Replace claim 35 with the following: 

Claim 35 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium recited in claim 
16, wherein the instructions to calculate for calculating the probability that quantifies the level of 
competition comprise instructions to calculate for calculating a probability that at least one of the 
business representatives exists within a predetermined distance of each competitor 
representative. 

Replace claim 36 with the following: 

Claim 36 (Currently Amended): The computer-readable storage medium recited in claim 
16, wherein the instructions to calculate for calculating the probability that quantifies the level of 
competition comprise instructions to calculate for calculating a probability that any of the 
competitor representatives exists within a predetermined distance of any of the business 
representatives. 



Replace claim 37 with the following: 
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Claim 37 (Currently Amended): The computer system recited in claim 26, wherein 
instructions to calculate for calculating the probability that quantifies the level of competition 
comprise instructions to calculate for calculating a probability that at least one of the competitor 
representatives exists within a predetermined distance of each business representative. 

Replace claim 38 with the following: 

Claim 38 (Currently Amended): The computer system recited in claim 26, wherein the 
instructions to calculate for calculating the probability that quantifies the level of competition 
comprise instructions to calculate for calculating a probability that at least one of the business 
representatives exists within a predetermined distance of each competitor representative. 

Replace claim 39 with the following: 

Claim 39 (Currently Amended): The computer system recited in claim 26, wherein the 
instructions to calculate for calculating the probability that quantifies the level of competition 
comprise instructions to calculate for calculating a probability that any of the competitor 
representatives exists within a predetermined distance of any of the business representatives. 

Allowance 

4. Claims 1, 3-6, 10-16, 18-19, 22-23, 26-27, and 29-39 are allowed over the prior art made 
of record. 
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5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Neveen Abel-Jalil 
July 5, 2006 



